Enteral tube feeding training for nurses and care assistants.
Increasing numbers of patients are enteral tube-fed in the community, often requiring community nursing support. Appropriate training facilitates effective patient care in this rapidly changing area of practice. The project described involved the development, piloting and evaluation of a validated home enteral tube-feeding training programme for community staff. Following wide consultation, four pilot days were provided (two for registered nurses and two for care assistants) which were positively evaluated. Post-training evaluation suggested the training led to beneficial changes in practice. Additional funding obtained has enabled the basic training to continue on a monthly basis for 2 years with biannual updates. Significant risks are attached to home enteral tube feeding; opportunities to integrate theory and practice in a safe environment should enhance patient care and decrease clinical risk.